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SNOW-SHOEING IN RILA MOUNTAINS 

 
 

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS 

- SNOWSHOEING IN RILA MOUNTAINS 

- FAMILY-RUN GUESTHOUSE, TRADITIONAL CUISINE 

- SNOW VALLEYS WITH VIEWS TO JAGGED PEAKS 

- CENTURY OLD PINE FORESTS 

- WINTER ADVENTURE IN LITTLE KNOWN RILA  

TRIP SUMMARY 

The south-western part of Bulgaria is a land of mountains – a rolling sea of 
independent massifs separated from one to another by deep cut gorges and high 

passes. Most of the towns and villages lie down in the valleys or on the lower 
slopes, leaving the ancient forests, high alpine meadows and rugged rock for a 

variety of rare and endangered wildlife. This is where Rila Mountains rises and 
rises high – it is the highest mountain range in Southeast Europe! 

We are based in the village of Govedartsi on foot of the Rila Mountains. Our 
family-run guesthouse is the ideal base for exploration of the hills and valleys of 

Rila.The walking will be done with snowshoes. On stretches where we can walk 
without them, they will be strapped to our packs. Walking with snow-shoes 

requires no previous experience and is an easily mastered skill. It is great fun and 
you feel what freedom really means because we make our own path through the 

covered with snow valleys. 

We walk in areas where there is no risk of avalanches. Your guide knows the 
region and will lead you to the most spectacular places. 

This is a short winter adventure but a memorable one! 

http://www.hiking-bulgaria.com/
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DETAILED ITINERARY 

  

DAY 1 Welcome to Bulgaria! 

Arrival at Sofia Airport and direct transfer to Govedartsi village (1.30 hours) in 

the footsteps of Rila Mountains.  
Night stop: Govedartsi 

Accommodation: Family-run guesthouse      
Included Meals: Dinner  

 

DAY 2 Mountain Hut – Mechit 

Today we will hike through the thick pine 

forests to Mechit mountain hut. From the 
meadows above the hut we will see the 

panoramic view to the surrounding peaks 
and ridges. We will stop at the hut for a 

picnic lunch and a cup of tea. After the 
break we will descend to our hotel and 

will take advantage of the warm 
atmosphere of the fireplace.  

Walking time: 4-5hours; Ascent: 
450m; Descent: 450m. 

Night stop: Govedartsi 
Accommodation: Family-run 

guesthouse      

Included Meals: Breakfast and Dinner  
 

DAY 3 Glacial Lake - Yonchevo 
A short transfer brings us to the mountain resort Malyovitsa . We walk from 

there; pass the ski runs and further up to the frozen lake Yonchevo at 2150m. 
We have marvellous views to high peaks in Rila because we are above the tree 

line. From there we walk down to Ovnarsko area and back to the main road 
where our bus will pick us and drive us back to Govedartsi.  

Walking time: 5 hours; Ascent: 400m; Descent: 400m. 
Night stop: Govedartsi 

Accommodation: Family-run guesthouse      
Included Meals: Breakfast and Dinner 

 

http://www.hiking-bulgaria.com/
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DAY 4 Alpine Mount – Malyovitsa 
We plan a full day snowshoeing in Malyovitsa 

region up to about 2100m. Our hike will start 
along the River Malyovitsa and will continue 

above the tree line to the first glacial 
terraces. During the hike we will enjoy the 

striking peaks known as “The Bulgarian 
Matterhorn”. In good weather the backdrop is 

Mt.Malyovitsa with a height of 2729. It is one 

of the most beautiful Bulgarian alpine peaks.  
Walking time: 5-6 hours; Ascent: 550m; 

Descent: 550m. 
Night stop: Govedartsi 

Accommodation: Family-run guesthouse      
Included Meals: Breakfast and Dinner  

 
DAY 5 The Seven Rila Lakes 

Morning transfer (1.30 hours): to Panichishte resort at 1500m. This will be our 
most strenuous day, but well worthy the efforts. During our walk we will enjoy 

the magnificent scenery of the Seven Rila Lakes. Once we reach the Rila hut 
(2150m), we will make a break before the descent. Then we walk down in 

direction to Govedartsi village.  
Walking time: 7 hours; Ascent: 400m; Descent: 800m. 

Night stop: Govedartsi 

Accommodation: Family-run guesthouse      
Included Meals: Breakfast and Dinner  

 
DAY 6 The Rila Monastery 

Today we will go to the capital of Bulgaria – Sofia. On our way we will make a 
stop at the Rila’s monastery, a UNESCO World Heritage site, which is said to be 

one of the most impressive religious monuments on the continent with its size, 
unique architecture, unsurpassed abundance of frescoes, and its amazing setting 

in the Rila Nature Park.  
  

It is believed that the monastery was founded by the hermit St. John of Rila 
(Ivan Rilski), whose name it bears, in the 10th Century. The hermit actually lived 

in a cave not far from the monastery's location, while the complex was built by 
his students, who came to the mountains to receive their education. Ever since 

its creation, the Rila Monastery was supported with large donations by the 

Bulgarian rulers, gradually turning the monastery into a cultural and spiritual 
center throughout the centuries of the Ottoman domination. 

  
The monastery museum houses a rich collection of valuable ancient manuscripts, 

coins, and weapons.  
 

Later on we will transfer to Sofia. 

http://www.hiking-bulgaria.com/
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Night stop: Sofia 
Accommodation: 3* star hotel 

Included meals: breakfast 
 

DAY 7 Sofia City Tour 
In the morning transfer to Sofia (1.30 hours). We make a sightseeing tour of the 

capital city and see the main cultural monuments such as the great Alexander 
Nevski Cathedral, the Roman Ruins of the ancient city, the building of the former 

Royal Palace, St. George Rotonda. 

Transfer to Sofia Airport and flight back home. 

 

 

Prices:  480 (min group size 2) 

All prices indicated are per person in a double room 

Supplement for Single Room – 70 EUR 
 

Prices Include 
Accommodation in a family-run guesthouse; 

6 breakfasts and 5 dinners; 
English-speaking guide; 

Snowshoes and poles; 

Transfers and drives according to itinerary. 
 

Prices Exclude 
Flight and taxes; 

Failing meals; 
Alcoholic and soft drinks; 

Museum entry fees. 

  

  

Essential Info  

Accommodation 5 nights in a family-run guesthouse;1 night in 3* hotel in Sofia 
Double or twin rooms with ensuite WC/shower.  

Transport Depending on group size – either a mini van or mini bus.  

Meals 6 breakfasts and 5 dinners; 

Staff English-speaking guide driver is included.  

Age Restriction  
This trip is suitable for adults with hiking experience. 

Group Size 2 persons and above  

http://www.hiking-bulgaria.com/
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Operator Remarks 
This tour can be easily tailored depending on your preferences. 

If you would like to make a longer or shorter trip this can be easily arranged. 

http://www.hiking-bulgaria.com/

